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NRCS/ SWCD


Hours: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM


Phone: (812)689-6410 ext. 3














Commodity Loans


Producers considering a loan on their stored grain before the end of the year will need to allow enough time before December 31st, to get the loan processed.  Last second transactions that run into delays can be problematic.


Commodity loans, also referred to as Marketing Assistance Loans, are available to producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To be eligible, you must maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the time of application.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the commodity; and title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — even if you regain beneficial interest.</span></span>


Commodity loan eligibility also requires you comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements; beneficial interest requirements, report how you use cropland acreage on the farm and ensure that the commodity meets CCC minimum grade and quality standards.  For commodities to be eligible they must have been produced by an eligible producer, be in existence and in a storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as determined by CCC. The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be maintained throughout the term of the loan.  


Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program to be eligible for commodity loans.


Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as assessing liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans. 


The most common violations are removing or disposing of a commodity being used as loan collateral without prior authorization and providing an incorrect quantity certification.  

















Farm Reconstitutions


In program terminology, farms are constituted to group all tracts having the same owner and the same operator under one farm serial number. When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation. 


The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon. Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by Aug. 1 for farms enrolled in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program.


Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;





Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;





DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;





Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.





If DCP direct payments have already been issued on a particular farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the next year, unless the payments are refunded.





MARK YOUR CALENDAR





December 24 – Limited Staff available – Christmas Eve


December 25 – OFFICE CLOSED – Christmas


December 31 – Limited Staff available – New Year’s Eve


January 1 – OFFICE CLOSED – New Year’s Day


January 4 – SWCD Board Meeting


January 11-13 – OFFICE CLSOED – Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Conference.   


January 18- OFFICE CLOSED – Martin Luther King Day


February 15 – OFFICE CLOSED – President’s Day


January 28 – SWCD Annual Meeting


February 5 – Deadline for Tree Orders


March 11 – 17th Annual Regional No-Till Breakfast


March 18 – Cover Crop Field Day 











Conservation Team


Office Staff:


SWCD:


District Coordinator:  Kim Jolly


Environmental Conservationist: Steve Franklin


NRCS:


District Conservationist: Tim Schwipps


SWCD Supervisors:


Jeff Meinders, Chairman


Ryan Busch, Vice Chairman 


Clay Nuhring, Member


Brian Evans, Member


Danny Geisler, Member


Bob Mulford, Associate





Farm Service Agency


County Executive Director: Steve Thurnall


Program Technicians: Melody Arney, Angie Stuehrenberg, Barb Lucas, Lindsey Hostetler


Field Reporter:  Brian Evans


County Committee: Mark Back, Joyce Kessens, Chris Linville


Farm Loan Program Officer: Doug Kirby





FSA Committee Meetings                                                     The Ripley County FSA Committee holds regular scheduled meetings on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the each month at 8:30 am at the Ripley County USDA Service Center.














2008/2009 District Cost Share Deadline





Just a reminder to those who received district cost share for Nutrient Management, Pasture/Hayland Planting, Critical Area Planting, or Cover Crop Planting for the 2008/2009 cost share bills need to be turned in by December 25th.  If you have questions on your cost share program please call us at (812)689-6410 ext. 3 and we will be able to assist you.  





DCP Sign Up Underway





Sign-up has started for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program & the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program for farms with base acres.  You can sign-up online or at local USDA service centers.  Signup will continue until June 1, 2010.  The June 1, 2010 deadline is mandatory for all participants. FSA will not accept any late-filed applications.





You may elect to receive advance 2010 payments in December 2009 or any month from January 2010 thru September 2010.  Final direct payments will be issued in October 2010.





Please contact the county office to set up an appointment to complete the necessary paperwork.


 


Email Addresses


To better keep our producers informed, we would like to send a short monthly newsletter via email.  Due to budget constraints we will only be mailing newsletters on a quarterly or bi-yearly basis.  We do regularly send news releases to the local newspaper however if you or your spouse have an email address, we feel we could keep you better informed of the current programs available and of any upcoming deadlines.  Your email address will not be given out to any other business or producer.  To submit your email address, simply complete the following & send to the FSA Office:


 Name______________________________


	    Email Address________________________


Changing Banks





Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using Direct Deposit. To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to keep the county office staff up to date on changes you might make in your financial institutions.


If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the FSA county office so we can update our files to insure continued uninterrupted service.











RIPLEY COUNTY


USDA SERVICE CENTER


1981 S Industrial Park Rd


Versailles, IN  47042








PRESORTED STANDARD


US POSTAGE PAID


VERSAILLES, IN 


PERMIT # 6








  








Bareroot Seedlings�
 �
Price\�
5 Trees�
Qty�
Total�
�
Colorado Blue Spruce�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Norway Spruce�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
White Pine�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Austrian Pine�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Fraser Fir�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
American Elderberry�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Red Oak�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
White Oak�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Red Maple�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Redbud�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Dogwood�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Washington Hawthorn�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Forsythia�
(6-12")�
$7.50�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
Lilac�
(12-18")�
$5.00�
\bundle�
 �
 �
�
�
�
Container Trees (3 gal.) �
�
Red Maple�
3-4’ �
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
River Birch�
 4-6’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
Redbud�
 3-5’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
Dogwood�
 3-5’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
Washington Hawthorn�
 2-3’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
Black Walnut�
 3-4’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
White Oak�
 3-5’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
Red Oak�
 3-5’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
Norway Spruce�
 2-3’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
White Pine�
 2-3’�
$20.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
Forsythia�
 18-24”�
$15.00�
\tree�
 �
 �
�
Lilac�
18-24” �
$15.00�
\tree�
 �
_______�
�
 �
 �
 �
Sub - Total�
 �
�
 �
 �
 �
7% tax�
_______�
�
 �
 �
 �
Grand Total�
 �
�









Name: ________________________________________





Address: ______________________________________





                ______________________________________








Phone: ____________________Cell:________________














Submit Name, Address, and Phone Number with check payable to (include 7% Sales Tax)


Ripley County SWCD, 1981 S Industrial Park Road, Suite 2 


Versailles, IN 47042


by February 5, 2010
































Farm Service Agency


Hours: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM


Phone: (812)689-6410 ext. 2





Cover Crop Field Day





In the fall of 2009 the Ripley County SWCD planted a cover crop plot on a farm in Benham, IN.  The seed was donated by CISCO Seeds and includes 13 different blends.  On March 18, 2010 we will be hosting a Cover Crop Field Day showing the importance of cover crops on your property.  Speakers for the day include Dave Robison, CISCO Seeds and Mike Plumer, University of Illinois Extension.  For more information contact the Ripley County SWCD at (812)689-6410 ext. 3 with questions. 








�








2nd Phase of CMW Begins


 


Do you own property in the Central Muscatatuck Watershed (CMW)?  If so, you could be eligible for cost-share.


 The second phase of the CMW recently started in September.  Two employees have been hired by Historic Hoosier Hills Resource, Conservation and Development.  Casie Auxier has been hired as the educator and Steve Franklin will serve as the conservation technician.  Both Casie and Steve will work out of the Ripley County Field Office.


 Many projects are being planned including stream clean-ups, educational field days and a volunteer water monitoring program just to name a few.  But, one of the main projects for this phase includes a cost-share program that has $250,000 to be given to landowners in the watershed to improve best management practices.  Some of the cost-share practices include alternative watering sources (ponds and spring developments), fencing, roof runoff structures, heavy use area protection, stream crossings, and other practices.  Landowners approved for the program will be eligible to receive up to $25,000.  The cost-share program will be a 60/40 match. 


If you have any questions or have interest in signing up for the cost-share program phone Casie or Steve at 812-689-6410 extension 5.  Learn more about the project at www.hhhills.org/CentralMuscatatuck.html.


 











“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).


 To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of  Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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17th Annual No-till Breakfast





The 17th Annual No-till Breakfast will be on Thursday March 11th beginning at 8:00AM at the Hopewell Baptist Church in Holton.  Come and enjoy a breakfast meal for a cost of only $3.00 per person.  Breakfast will be partially catered by Wayne’s Meats, Milan, IN.  The menu will include Bacon, Sausage, Egg Casserole, Gravy & Biscuits, Fried Apples, and Assorted Fruit Rolls.  The South Ripley FFA will be fixing pancakes and drinks.  This event is sponsored by the Ripley County SWCD, Purdue Extension Service, and the Historic Hoosier Hills RC&D No-till Committee.   Barry Fisher will be the moderator for the event and PARP re-certification will be available for $10/person.  For reservations please call SWCD Office at (812)689-6410, x. 3








SWCD Annual Meeting





The Ripley County Soil and Water Conservation District will hold their 60th Annual Meeting on Thursday, January 28th beginning at 6:00 pm at the South Ripley Elementary School.  Tickets are $8.00 per person or $15.00 per couple and include dinner.  Breakout sessions will be offered again this year.  Topics will include Forestry, Grazing, Programs, and Farm Chicks.  Comedian Jay Hendren will be the main speaker of the evening.  For tickets, please contact any Board Supervisor or the SWCD Office at (812)689-6410, ext. 3 by January 15, 2010.




















Outback S-Lite GPS System Available


to Use For FREE





 The Ripley County SWCD would like to offer the new Outback-S Litebar GPS System to producers.  This technology will be offered to producers FREE of charge for the 2010 season thanks to a Clean Water Indiana Grant the district received.  This is a simple to use guidance system which utilizes a 12 volt cigarette plug and is very portable. This tool is beneficial for over seeding, spraying, fertilizing, calculating acreage, etc. Contact the Environmental Conservationist, Steve Franklin at (812)689-6410 ext. 3 for more information.  





Issue 2009 – 3


December 2009








Annual Tree Sale

















